BEGINNING OF THE CIVIL WAR     SS

strategic point across a bend in the river where the
channel was narrow; and above them was an ob-
struction of chain-booms and anchored hulks, which
we must pass through. Once we had cleared a way
through the obstruction we had to face the Confed-
erate River Defense Squadron.

David D. Porter, now advanced to the rank of
commander, had brought from the North a mortar
flotilla of which great things were expected. It was
thought that the mortars might reduce the forts by
their heavy bombardment, or at least silence their
guns while the fleet made its passage. There were
twenty of the mortar schooners, each mounting a
thirteen-inch mortar. Porter put them in position
close to the wooded bank of the river, quite hidden
from the forts, and disguised them by securing tree
branches to their masts,

On the 18th, the day after we were over the bar,
he opened fire. By carefully weighing the powder
and measuring the angle excellent practice was made.
All night long, at regular intervals of about ten min-
utes, a mortar shell would rise, its loop in the air out-
lined by the burning fuse, and drop into the forts.
It must have been pretty hard for the gunners of
the forts to get any sleep. We, with the fleet, were
too busy to sleep much, but we were soon so accus-
tomed to the noise, and so dog-tired when we had a
chance to rest, that we could have slept in an inferno.

Every day gained was vital to Farragut,    One